Gastric dilation and volvulus (GDV) is a frequently fatal emergency of large dogs. It is also referred to as "bloat" and is a condition in which the stomach becomes distended with gas and fluid and twists on itself. Once the stomach twists, the blood supply to the stomach is compromised and the stomach tissue quickly dies. Approximately 25% of dogs which develop GDV die.
Gastropexy is the term for a surgical procedure to attach the stomach to the body wall effectively preventing the stomach from twisting. Dogs that have had a gastropexy can still develop a dilated and gas filled stomach but the life threatening twist is very rare. Recently, surgical techniques have been developed which allow a gastropexy to be performed with laparoscopy. The benefits of a laparoscopic-assisted gastropexy include:
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